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The Legislative Action Committee serves as a resource to elected officials about legislative issues related
to developmental and mental health disabilities, and secks to educate the elected officials about unmet
needs of Center consumers and their families.

Key Topices:

1. House budget includes rider language from Rep. Rose 1o restore funding to NTBHA that would
have been lost in the initial version.

2, Unspent DSRIP funds may be preferentially accessible for behavioral health projects in the
former NorthSTAR region under a rider championed by Region 9 Anchor Parkland and
submitted by Rep. Giddings.

3. The Reconciliation Committee will be engaging in discussions regarding a state hospital to be
built in Dallas County in partnership with UT Southwestern.

Additional highlights:

e Texas House approved FY 2018-2019 budget on April 6. The Senate passed their version on
March 28", (Summary of MH allocations attached to this report).

* Texas House overwhelmingly approved HB 10 on April 5™ This gives the Texas Dept. of
Insurance more power to enforce insurers’ promises of parity for mental health and substance
abuse benefits. Additionally, HHSC will name an ombudsman to help consumers. The Senate’s
companion bill appears to be on track for approval.

» HB 11 encourages early identification of trauma or behavioral health problems in school children
and more attention to mental health in health class curriculums. Currently in committee.

* HB 12 would expand jail diversion programs and improve justice system dealings with those
with mental illness.

* HB 13 would create matching grants for mental health community partnerships.

* Carrie Parks attended the public hearing on Thursday, April 6™ regarding proposed cuts for
HCS/TxHmL CFC PAS/HAB services. Powerful testimony was provided by individuals with IDD
living independently with the support of service providers,

* Charlene Stark attended Rep. Burkett's town hall meeting on March 25%,
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Texas legislative bill tracker:

Respectfully submitted,

Charlene Stark

Charlene. Stark(@metrocareservices.org
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